STQP P POLICE IN SCHOOLS

History

School-based law enforcement programs were initiated in the 1950s and grown in popularity in recent
decades. In 1982, the Georgia legislature provided local school boards the authority to establish school-based
law enforcement officers.! In the 1990s, amid growing fears about juvenile crime, several high-profile school
shootings, and increased federal funding for school-based law enforcement programs, more and more
.'/ communities began assigning officers to schools.?

.

From 1997 to 2003, the number of school-based law enforcement
officers rose 52 percent, from 9,400 to 14,337.3 As of 2012, well over
10,000 officers police approximately 40 percent of U.S. schools
nationwide, primarily at the secondary school level. *°

Funding

® large grants for funding drug free schools was one COPS began funding school policing efforts in the
of the first opportunities for law enforcement to aftermath of Columbine. The 45 percent increase in
be on school campuses on a regular basis (outside the number of School Resource Officers (SROs)
of forced integration of schools during the Civil between 1997 and 2000 was supported by the
Rights Movement). allocation of $S68 million through the Community

Oriented Policing Services (COPS) In Schools

The U.S. Department of Justice houses the Office Program.
of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) The COPS in Schools Program led to the hiring of

which provides grants to law enforcement 599 SROs in 289 communities in 2000'6 which
fostered a continued growth in SROs from 9,446 in
) 1997 to an all time high of 14,337 in 2003.” Since
COPS grants are the primary source of federal that time, COPS has contributed a total of $905

funding for su.pporting the presence of law million to hire 6,300 SROs and develop other school
enforcement in schools. safety measures.?

COPS offered $13M in federal grants for school-
related programming in 2011 through its “Secure
Our Schools” grants.

agencies for community policing efforts.

10.C.G.A. § 20-8-5.
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MALE STUDENTS REFERRED TO SRO's

SY2017-18
M Black Male m Hispanic Males = White Males
Black male students are
3.8 times more likely to
be referred to law SPED_IDEA*
enforcement than white
male students
STUDENTS W/O
DISABILITIES

Students with
disabilities represent
30.9% of all
students referred to
law enforcement but
only 12.5% of the
student population

FEMALE STUDENTS REFERRED TO SRO's
SY2017-18

M Black Female Students ® Hispanic Female Students = White Female Students

Black female students
are 4.6 times more
likely to be referred to ' SPED IDEA*
law enforcement than -
white female students

STUDENTS W/O
DISABILITIES

Data from the U.S. CRDC 2017-18 * Does not include students served under 504 plan



